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perhaps, that its perusal will not repay any one, unless he may
desire to satisfy a special curiosity as to what some persons
could write and others could read, under the name of poetry, in
the middle of the last century.

Boswell was also carrying on a "humorous " correspondence
with the Honourable Andrew Erskine, which was published in
1763. These letters are very characteristic of Boswell, as well
as illustrative of the tone affected in the society in which he
at this time mingled* It is not so curious that such a series of
letters, chiefly dedicated to personal banter, should have passed
between two young associates, as that the writers should have
allowed them to be given to the world. We may perhaps
attribute their publication to BoswelPs passion for notoriety at
any cost. Rather than live unnoticed in society, he would
incur its ridicule. It is clear indeed that he infinitely preferred
being the object even of bitter contumely and satire to dwelling
in the quiet of obscurity.

Some of the Erskine correspondence will be found at the
end of this volume. It may serve to illustrate in some degree
the mode of thought and the epistolary style adopted by young
and gay litterateurs a century since.